








Entered at the Postoffice at Chicago as second-class matter. 





A MONTHLY JOURNAL (wItH AN INTERMEDIATE NEWS NUMBER AND A PHOTO-GRAVURE EDITION) DEVOTED TO WESTERN INTERESTS. 








VoL. XIV. No. 3. 


CHICAGO, SEPTEMBER, 1889. 


Regular Edition, $3.00 a Year. 
Photogravure Edition, $8.00 a Year. 





INTERMEDIATE NEWS NUMBER, 


DEVOTED TO 


ASSOCIATION AND BUILDING NEWS. 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE INLAND PUBLISHING COMPANY, 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


Since the issue of our last number there have 


Meetings 

of the been two important meetings on association 
Executive affairs. On September 17 the Board of 
Boards. Directors of the Western Association met at 


Chicago, and examined applications for membership and 
recommended quite a number of names which now will be 
voted upon by letter ballot as provided by the constitution. 
On the 19th the Western Association board met the trustees 
of the American Institute in New York. Cincinnati was 
formally settled upon by a large majority as the place for 
the joint convention. In our last number we suggested 
that the convention and the National Exhibition of Archi- 
tectural Drawings be held at the same time. This will be 
done, as Wednesday, November 20, has been selected as 
the opening day for the convention, preceded by an in- 
formal reception at the rooms of the Cincinnati Architect- 
ural Club, Tuesday evening. A. J. Bloor and E. H. 
Kendall, of the Institute board, and Charles Crapsey and 
N. S. Patton, of the Western Association, were named as a 
committee of arrangements for the convention. 


The National he setting by the executive boards of the 

Exhibition American Institute and the Western Associa- 
of Architectural tion of Architects of the date for the joint 

Drawings. convention during the time of the National 
Exhibition of Drawings should spur the Cincinnati Archi- 
tectural Club and the draftsmen of the! entire country to 
their utmost to make a memorable display. All the club 
organizations in particular should have a large represen- 
tation of their most creditable work, both on their own 
account and in compliment to, and in aid of one of their 
number. The clubs have many good drawings which have 
been presented as initiation sketches and in competitions, 
and with very little trouble these can be got together and 
sent to Cincinnati. This will be a great help to the exhibit, 
anid a comparison can be made of the character of work 
being done by the various clubs. The good points of each 





will be noted, and much benefit result to all who can attend. 
The convention will draw together most of the prominent 
architects of the country, and not soon again will draftsmen 
have their work viewed by so many leading men of the pro- 
fession. We believe this fact is appreciated, judging by 
expressions we have heard from some of the best known 
draftsmen ; and with the pride all draftsmen should feel in 
making this exhibition representative in a large degree of 
their best work, and with the prizes offered, we expect the 
display will be all that is hoped for by its ambitious pro- 
moters. 


The Paraia ea. 8 stated that the friends of Charles A. 
Buddensiex, Buddensiek, the notorious skin builder of 
theSkin New York City, are circulating petitions to 
Builder. the governor of that state for his pardon, 
after serving in the penitentiary only four years of the ten 
to which he was sentenced. Readers who were familiar 
with the facts will recollect that this Buddensiek had been 
for a number of years prior to 1884 a notorious contractor 
in New York and Brooklyn, who had acquired such wealth 
and influence by his peculiar methods of conducting the 
building business that he successfully defied all attempts of 
the municipal authorities to compel any regard to the prin- 
ciples of substantial construction. At last he ventured so 
far as to erect in the winter season a block of five or six 
story buildings in which cellar mud was substituted for 
mortar. Freezing as soon as it was laid, this held the 
bricks together until the roofs were on; then a warm spell 
came, the mud thawed and the whole block collapsed in a 
frightful ruin. Among other testimony at the inquest, it 
was stated that only a single load of sand was ever brought 
to the buildings, and this remained in the street unused 
except to deceive the city inspectors. When the»attempt 
was made to arrest Buddensiek. and bring him to frial, so 
great was the power of his money and the cunning of the 
lawyers who abetted him in his rascality, that it was only 
by the greatest effort that it was possible to secure his con- 
viction and sentence. His cool insolence and his impudent 
defiance of both law and decency marked him as one of 
the most dangerous of offenders. His punishment was a 
hardly won victory for the right ; it is very doubtful if any 
good would result to the community he so long defied by 
turning him loose again before he has served out half his 
sentence. Sing Sing is a safer place for such contractors 
than the streets of New York City. 
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Association of Ohio Architects. 


HE fourth annual meeting of the Association of Ohio Architects 
was called to order at the Phillips House, Dayton, Ohio, August 
15, at 10:15 A.M., President C. I. Williams in the chair. 

The roll was called by the secretary, and the following members 
responded to their names : Guy Tilden, William Martin Aiken, Will- 
liam R. Brown, Charles Crapsey, Gustave Drach, Walter R. For- 
bush, J. W. McLaughlin, George W. Rapp, H. E. Siter, A. O. Elz- 
ner, John H. Boll, George H. Smith, C. A. Stribling, J. W. Yost, 
S. R. Burns, F. J. Otter, Luther Peters, C. I. Williams, R. E. Dex- 

M. Reutti, E. O. Fallis, H. C. Lindsay and R. C. McLean. 

President C. I. Williams addressed the assembly as follows : 

FELLOW ARCHITECTS,—We meet once more after twelve months of separation. 
A year of hustling business, mixed plentifully with hustling for business, has 
passed since we metand parted in that most beautiful of cities on Erie shores. 
Parted to meet a year hence, and with hearts and heads full of regrets at parting 
and of resolutions for the future — good resolutions to acc omplish something glo- 
rious during the year for bettering the condition of architectural practice in 
\imerica generally, and in Ohio particularly. Your then newly elected president 
was particularly fall of these good resolutions and other good things — too full 
fot utterance —and e xpected to devote a large part of the coming year in packing 
primaries, working conventions and influencing legislators in be half of the much 
abused and neglected architect. 

Among the many good things resolved upon was the forming of chapters 
throughout the state in those cities which, as yet, were not supplied in that line, 
ind especially in our own Gem City. This would have been a good thing to do, 
but Dayton architects have yet to realize the rights and benefits of a chapter. 

Ancther good resolution which,,in the mind of your president, was almost as 
good as accomplished, was the forming of a Dayton sketch club, with the accom- 
pears prize competitions, tours of inspection, problems in construction and the 
like, but as yet our draftsmen are comparative strangers ; interchange of ideas 
and friendly trials for supremacy are to them unknown. 

More than this, we were confident that before the present meeting should be 
called to order the laws of Ohio would require that the shingle of an architect 
should at least be ** clear butt,’’ but they don’t. So far as the laws are concerned 
anything will do, even cross cut knot holes, laid a foot to the weather. 

Yes, fellow architects, our intentions were superb, but we blush to articulate, 
so far as comes to the knowledge of your president, absolutely nothing has been 
accomplished. A hand has not been turned nor a step taken. Our administration 
has been brilliant in its repose. Those good resolutions, alas, those noble resolu- 
tions, have vanished! Resolved into a very fine quality of paving blocks, which 
have been carefully laid according to specifications, with the chinks filled with 
molten brimstone. 

Yes, a whole year has passed, irretrievably gone with the good resolutions, 
and we welcome you to our Gem City to resolve again. To our Gem City, where 
clients are thick as flies in an amateur baseball match, and about as easy to catch, 
where they never want more than a $16,coo house for $5,000, and always insist on 
paying five per cent. 

A glance about you at the satisfied expression on the countenances of the as 
yet unformed Dayton Chapter, will readily convince you that our city is a gem in 
all that the word implies to an architect. 

If our chapter was in working order I feel sure they would vote you the free- 
dom of the city. Under the circumstances, fellow architects, we bid you wel- 
come, and proceed with the regular order of business 

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read by the secretary 

On motion, the reading of the report of the Committee on Statu- 
tory Revision and Law for Licensing Architects was dispensed with 

The President: We will hear the report of the Executive Com- 
mittee. Mr. Schweinfurth, the chairman of the committee being 
absent, Mr. Crapsey will report. 

Mr. Crapsey: The Executive Committee desire to offer Frank 
L. Sutter as a member of this association. The firm name is Frank 
L. Sutter. Business address is Room 19, Barney Building, Dayton, 
Ohio. Recommended by Frank J. Otter and C. I. Williams. We 
recommend him for election. 

A ballot being taken, the president announced result of the ballot 
fourteen yeas, making Mr. Sutter a member of the association 

The President; I will announce to the meeting that I have 
received a paper from Mr. Edwin Anderson, architect of Cincinnati, 
with a letter stating that the paper was to be read before the conven- 
tion, and regretting his inability to be present. 

Motion made and seconded that the president read the paper 

The President: Mr. Anderson's letter is on the ‘‘Insanity of 
Architects,”’ and is as follows : 

_ Mr. Levi T. Schofield, architect, Cleveland, Ohio, under date of May 21, 1886, 
writes as follows: ‘* Did it ever occur to you that a great many architects die 
crazy? In my time only one architect in Cleveland has died otherwise than 
crazy. Old Colonel Porter died crazy. Mr. Heard was insane several years 
before he died. H. E, Myer died in the Newburgh Asylum. His partner, 
Holmes, died in a Michigan asylum. Wiele moved to Kansas City, became crazy 
and drowned himself in the river. Charlott died in his office either drunk or 
crazy. Blythe died with softening of the brain (?), and as near as I can make out, 
all of the rest are in the same boat. 

‘*I1 do not wish to discourage you or anyone in our business, but isn’t the 
above record rather mournful to contemplate ?”’ 

To the above testimony I beg leave to add the record of six Cincinnati archi- 
tects, omitting names: two from softening of the brain, three from disease 
induced from alcoholism, one suicide. Respectfully, . ANDERSON. 

On motion, it was decided to agitate the building of an asylum for 
architects. 

Mr. Rk. C. McLean gave a very interesting account of the origin 
of the above paper. 

The President: I have a letter from Mr. N. B. Bacon, of Toledo, 
Ohio, in which he states he very much regrets his inability to be 
present at the meeting. I have also a letter from Mrs. Emma Kanen- 
geiser, in which she informs us of the death of her husband, Mr. A. 
Kanengeiser, who was a member of this association. 

Mr. Crapsey: I think some action should be taken in regard to 
that letter, and I therefore move that our secretary be instructed to 
make a proper reply. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The President: The secretary will take notice and act accord- 
ingly. I have received a communication from Mr. James H. Win- 
drim, supervising architect of the United States, in which he regrets 
very much his inability to be present. I sent Mr. Windrim an invi- 
tation ic our meeting ere, and signified our intention of making him 
an honorary member of the association. 

Mr. Yost: I move that Mr. Windrim be elected an honorary 
member of this association, and that knowledge of that fact be sent to 
him by the secretary. It was so ordered. 









The President: Mr. Yost has kindly prepared a paper for our 
entertainment and instruction. We will be very glad to listen to the 
same. 

Mr. Yost read a paper on ‘‘ How Shall We Build ?” 

Mr. Aiken gave a very interesting description of his trip abroad, 
and Mr. Rapp also made interesting remarks about a similar trip. 

On motion a committee of three was appointed to. nominate 
officers for the ensuing year, and to suggest a place for holding the 
next annual meeting. 

Walter R. Forbush, Luther Peters and William Martin Aiken 
were appointed as such committee to present two tickets, and suggest 
two places for holding the next meeting. 

Mr. Fallis offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Association of Ohio Architects in convention assembled 
hereby extend to the Board of Trustees of the American Institute of Architects 
and to the Board of Directors of the Western Association of Architects a cordial 
invitation to hold the first convention of the Consolidated Institute at Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Resolved, That should the invitation be accepted we pledge ourselves to 
make the convention as pleasant and profitable as possible. 


The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Rapp offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the president of this association appoint a committce of 
seven, whose duty it shall be to make all necessary and proper arrangements for 
the entertainment of the first convention of the Consolidated American Institute 
of Architects, provided that said convention is held in the State of Ohio, other- 
wise this action to be null and void. 

The resolution was adopted and the president appointed G. W. 
Rapp, Charles Crapsey, J. W. McLaughlin, H. E. Siter, J. W. Yost, 
H. C. Lindsay and Walter R. Forbush as Committee on Entertain- 
ment of the Consolidated American Institute of Architects. 

Mr. Crapsey: It has been decided by vote to consolidate the 
American Institute of Architects and the Western Association of Archi- 
tects. I think it would be proper for this Association to pass some 
resolution pledging our support to the new institute, and in view of 
that I would offer the following : 

Resolved, By the Association of Ohio Architects in convention assembled 
that we extend to the consolidated American Institute of Architects our greet 
ings. And we pledge to the new Institute our unbounded support, and that we 
will do all in our power to make the said Institute a decided success. 


The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

The President : The report of the Committee on Nominations is 
next in order. 

Mr. Forbush: The Committee on Nominations report the nomina 
tion of two tickets, and the suggestion of two places of meeting next 
year. One ticket suggests the place of meeting at Toledo, with Mr 
E. O. Fallis, as president ; vice-presidents, S. R. Burns, H. E. Siter, 
F. O. Weary, ¢ Arey and H. A. Linthwaite ; for secretary, N. B 
Bacon ; for treasurer, J. W. Yost; executive committee, E. O. Fallis, 
C. I. Williams, J. W. McLaughlin, F. A. Coburn and M. Reutti. 

The other ticket suggests the place of meeting at Columbus, Ohio, 
with H. A. Linthwaite, president ; and for vice-presidents, S. R. Burns, 
H. E. Siter, F. O. Weary, C. O. Arey and Guy Tilden ; for secretary, 

A. Stribling ; for treasurer, Charles Crapsey ; executive commit- 
tee, E. O. Fallis, J. W. Yost, J. W. McLaughlin, F. A. Coburn and 
M. Reutti. 

The President: The result of the ballot for place is eighteen 
votes ; seventeen for Toledo and one for Columbus. 

The ticket headed by Mr. E. O. Fallis, with Toledo as the place 
of meeting, was elected unanimously. 

The President : We will hear the report of the Committee on 
Legislation. ; 

Mr. Yost: I have no report to make, and yet I can report some 
progress. During the last year there has been a law passed by the 
legislature, which is now in operation under the title of ‘‘ An Act to 
Prevent the Erection of Dangerous Buildings for Public Use,” which 
is as follows : 


Section 1. Be itenacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
that it shalt be unlawful for any person, society, firm, agent, representative of 
any private or corporate authority or society, or any committee, commission, o1 
board acting under any authority whatsoever, to erect or cause to be erected, o1 
for any architect, engineer, builder or other person to furnish any plan, descrip- 
tion or specification for the purpose of erecting in the State of Ohio, any 
structure, room or place where persons are invited, expected or permitted to 
assemble, or for the purpose of entertainment, judgment, amusement, instruc- 
tion, betterment, treatment or care, or to make any addition to or alteration 
therein which shall in construction, arrangement or means of egress be dan- 
gerous to the health or lives of persons so assembled. 

Sec. 2. In every such structure, room or place capable of containing fifty o1 
more persons, the stairways and approaches thereto, and all doorways and 
escapes therefrom, in their aggregate width shall be of sufficient capacity to 
allow any audience which can be accommodated therein to escape therefrom in 
four (4) minutes, moving at a rate of two (2) feet per second and allowing four (4 
square feet of floor space to each person; then adding for hindrance 2 feet to the 
width of each opening, passage or stairway. The doors from the same shall open 
outward, but no such room or place (unless the structure be fireproof) which is 
over six feet from the surface of the lot shall have less than two doors, stairways 


The floors of such structures, and of all hallways, stairways, corridors, bal- 
conies and galleries therein or thereto shall be capable of sustaining a live load 
of 100 pounds per square foot with a safety factor of five. 

All supports for floors or other parts of such structures shall be fully capable 
of sustaining the aggregate loads and pressures above provided for in addition to 
any rhythmical or vibrating motion which may be caused in the use of such 
structure. 

The roof or covering of such building shall be capable of sustaining a live 
load of thirty pounds of vertical pressure and a horizontal wind pressure of forty 
pounds per square foot, with safety factor of five. 

When walls supporting floors are of common brickwork, the minimum of 
thickness and the maximum of height, supposing the length to equal the height, 
shall be—where no openings occur—g- inch wall. 1o feet, used inside only; 13-inch 
wall, 20 feet; 17-inch wall, 30 feet; 21-inch wall, 4o feet; 26-inch wall, 50 feet; 
30-inch wall, 60 feet; but when thinner walls stand upon thicker walls the total 
height shall not exceed the one above given. 

Walls of hard brick laid in cement may be increased fifty per cent above 
these dimensions. 

When walls between supports are of greater or less length than the hei&ht, 
the length may be increased 2 feet for each foot the height is reduced, or reduced 

4 foot for each foot the height is increased from the dimensions given in this 
section. 
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_ When there are buttresses or pilasters extending to the foundations and pro- 
jecting from the wall, the thickness of the wall may be reduced by one-half the 
depth of such projections, provided they occupy at least one-tenth of the surface 
of the wall, and the thickness of the intervening walls, considered separately, 
shall not be less than what has been given in this section. é 

Provided, however, that when any wall is strengthened by firm anchoring of 
girders, floors or roofs, such anchors not being more than twelve times the thick- 
ness of the wall from each other, either horizontally or vertically, the surface of 
such wall may be doubled. 

The thickness of level-bedded stone walls to be the same as brick. 

For rough stone, not in courses, add twenty-five per cent to the thickness for 
brick. Where openings occur thicken the walls by their ratio of surface. 

_ All piers, pillars and columns shall be capable of sustaining the aggregated 
live load given and the weight of the building. ; : 

All arches must contain the line of pressure within the middle one third of 
the voussoirs. i 

The greatest pressure allowed per square foot of good brickwork shall be five 
tons; for work of hard brick laid in Portland cement ten tons; for unbedded 
sandstone masonry four tons; for second-class masonry eight tons; for first- 
class masonry twelve tons. : 

Piers, columns, pillars and all marble, granite and limestone work not over 
twenty per cent of the crushing weight. 

__ Every such building, place or room when above the second floor shall be pro- 
vided with at least one fire-escape, which shall be so placed as to be easily access 
ible, so marked that it may be generally understood, so constructed as to lead 
directly to the open air, and so designed as not to be dangerous for women and 
children, and shall be sufficiently inclosed to protect persons ¢«hereon from fire 
below, i.e., it shall be placed against a dead wall and _ be inclosed on three sides. 
and in buildings where two or more assemblages occur, as in schoolhouses, each 
room above the second floor must have an exit leading to a fire-escape. No fire- 
escape shall be less than twenty-four inches in clear width, with an additional 
fourteen inches in width for each person (over fifty) to be accommodated thereby. 

The ventilating system or machinery shall be capable of changing the air in 
such room every thirty minutes; and all lavatories and water-closet places shall 
have double the above given capacity for ventilation ; and all conveniences used 
in such buildings shall have soil and waste pipes fully ventilated to the outside 
air. 
The warming and lighting apparatus shall be arranged and constructed so 
as to be safe against explosion or fire. All smoke flues or pipes, unless lined 
with terra-cotta or other fireproof material of permanent character, shall not be 
nearer than eight inches to any combustible material; and not nearer than four 
inches in any case, nor shall any smoke flue, pipe or chamber of metal being or 
passing under woodwork, be nearer thereto than twice the diameter of such pipe, 
flue, or chamber, unless protected with suitable fireproof guard with open 
space above. 

Every warm-air flue of metal shall be at least twelve inches from all wood- 
work, and also be completely covered with asbestos or other fireproof wrapping, 
with a circulation of air between it and the wood, and no wood shall be nearer 
than four inches to any such flue in brickwork. 

Sec. 3. This act shall not apply to cities of the first class, where the con- 
struction of buildings is regulated by statute under the direction of a building 
inspector; nor shall it be construed so as to interfere with existing laws relating 
to the inspection of buildings, but no certificate as now provided by law shall be 
issued for buildings hereafter erected, or alterations hereafter made (except in 
such cities of the first class), unless they conform to the requirements of this act. 

Sec. 4. Any person who violates any of the requirements of this act shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
any sum not less than $100, nor more than $1,000; or be imprisoned in the county 
jail not less than ten nor more than sixty days; or both, at the discretion of the 
court, and shall be also liable to any person injured by reason of his violation of 
the requirements of this act, and shall be also liable to criminal prosecution for 
loss of life. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of prosecuting attorneys tosee that this law is 
enforced in their respective counties, and for each conviction of violation thereof, 
they shall be entitled to a fee of $25, and such other sums as may be allowed by 
the Board of County Commissioners. 

Sec. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force within sixty days’ after its 
passage. 

Mr. Yost: I move that a sufficient number of copies of this Act 
be obtained and distributed among the architécts of this association. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Yost: I would like to have this association pass an order for 
the secretary to distribute copies of our schedule of prices, and I 
would therefore move that the secretary be authorized to have printed 
and sent out to the members schedules of prices so that we can be 
supplied with them to furnish to our customers and those coming in 
to inquire about our prices. 

Mr. Crapsey: The president of the Western Association has any 
number of these printed schedules, and any member is entitled to 
copies of them and I don’t think it is necessary for this association to 
go to that expense. Mr. Patton will furnish you any number you 
please. i want to say that I am informed that there has been a very 
sericus change in the lien laws of the State of Ohio. I cannot say 

a pe nO cena ee reba ; ne 
positiv ely that that Is true, but if that is the case | mow" 
secretary : this association obtain a number sufficient to send to 
re apr er of the association a copy of the lien laws of the state. 
J mn ont Petar I want to say that there were two acts passed that 
in conflict w ith each other and with the old lien laws and yet 
on't repeal the old one, and I have not been able to find any lawyer 
who can tell what they do mean. : : 

On motion, the secretary was authorized to obtain copies of the 
new lien law and mail to each member of the association. 

rhe treasurer came in late and submitted the following report : 
tw Pein ap sixty-four members in this association. Of this number there are 
pb Bi hedesg — $3 each, four ye owe ty each, and two who owe $16 each 

years dues and $10 initiation fees; and one who owes $13 Mpa 

and $10 initiation. Owed ES — One your's ines 

Received from members to date 
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Expenses to date . eg 
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Balance o "$ 8o. 
ke) A) Se eta eee SE. CoO Op yh te $ 89.00 


Henry C. Linpsay, 7reas. A. O. A. 

A telegram was received from Mr. F. O. Weary, Akron, Ohio 
who sent greetings and regrets to the association. i 

The meeting then adjourned. 

In the afternoon the association and friends were driven about 
the Gem City and viewed it from the tops of two tallyho coaches 
The fine new residence of C. I. Williams was visited and a photograph 
taken. The National Soldiers’ Home was visited and the unique 
entertainment provided by the Dayton members will long be remem- 
bered by those who participated. In the evening a banquet was 
served at the Phillip's House, where the fare was excellent, the wine 
of the best and the general enjoyment made perfect by the presence 
of three ladies, Miss Volter, Mrs. J. W. Yost and Mrs. H. C. Lindsay. 

lhe presence of George W. Rapp was gratifying, especially as he 
announced that he had no intention of giving up architectural practice 


as had been rumored. Mr. Rapp, if not the father of the association, 
is looked up to as such, and at the initial meeting represented the 
Cincinnati architects and presented their names for membership 





Architectural Federation. 


NE of the most important subjects likely to be discussed at the 
coming joint convention of architects is as to what shall be the 
nature of future conventions of the consolidated associations 

Shall they be popular gatherings for the discussion of questions that 
arise and the settling of them by vote of the convention, or shall 
important matters be left largely to the executive board and commit- 
tees invested with power to act, and thus the conventions lose much 
of the popular interest and enthusiasm so desirable. As of interest 
in this connection, the following is taken from a recent issue of 7%e 
British Architect, London : 

‘* The consolidation of the leading American architectural associ 
ations, after the manner of the federation of our Effglish societies 
with the R. I. B. A., has been attended with a difficulty which does 
not seem likely to be very readily determined. Where is the joint. 
convention of the amalgamated societies to be held ? America is not 
like England, and it is a far cry from Washington to Philadelphia, or 
from New York to Chicago. Geographically considered, therefore, 
the question of a meeting place for the newly constituted American 
Institute of Architects is an important one. But the geographical 
consideration is governed by another, namely, the special object of 
holding architectural conventions. If the convention is to be more 
official than popular, it matters really very little where it is held, but, 
as we in England should consider London the most suitable meeting 
place, so it might be assumed in America that New York would in 
most respects be the best place. America, however, is a big country, 
with big ideas as to the free interchange of thought and opinion, and 
no smali notion of what is due to the popular vote. Therefore, the 
natural inclination of American architects is more likely to run in 
the direction of a mass meeting than ofa convocation of merely picked 
men and officials. And this seems to us to be the true function of a 
convention — to attract the greatest possible number of men specially 
interested, and so evolve the greatest possible variety of thought and 
opinion upon the subjects to be discussed, while it should also stim- 
ulate that feeling of esprit de corps, which seems to find but little real 
appreciation among architects at large, and among English architects 
in particular. 

‘« Time was when architectural association in this country was a 
dead letter. In America, too, the movement is still comparatively 
young. ‘Weall remember,’ writes Mr. D. Adler, a Chicago archi 
tect, in THe INLAND Arcuitrect (Chicago), ‘the time when all archi 
tects lived, as regards each other, lives of cats and dogs; when the 
client, taking advantage of the absence of morale and esfrit¢ de corps 
in our profession, invariably made detraction of other practitioners 
and statements as to how eager they were to do his work for a nomi 
nal consideration — a part of his financial argument with us ; and we, 
not knowing personally our fellow architects, were ready to believe 
these statements and to shape our course accordingly Again, it is 
but a short time since each of us guarded his personal knowledge and 
experience as his own private and individual property, as something 
the like of which was possessed by no one else, careful to impart no 
information to his confréres, thereby isolating himself from their 
experiences, and losing far more information and knowledge than 
would have been the value of that he might have been able to impart 

‘‘Very much of this is changed now, even in conservative 
England, though we do not find by any means so wide a manifestation 
of brotherly sympathy and helpfulness in the profession of this coun- 
try as we should like to see. There is too much pettifogging jealousy 
and suspicion even among men who do belong to our architectural 
associations—too much dignity and too little genuine sympathy 
too much officialism and too little real help. We have federated 
nearly a dozen of our leading provincial associations with the 
. , and by so doing have spread out the roots of the parent 
Rog. he otis ’ shout the length and breadth of the country, but it 
association tinbGe go. particular good is to come out of the 
remains to be seen whetheras™ ion, we shall require an asso- 
scheme. Like the American feder semented in the true 
ciated convention if that federation is to De mee would not be 


bond of union. With us, however, a place of meetiu™ hering 
a vital consideration, but the issue would be the same —the = Be 


together of the greatest possible number of the members of 
federated societies. ' 

_ _‘‘Our present triennial convention of architects is a small thing 
indeed compared with similar meetings held every year by other pro- 
fessional bodies in England, and by our own profession in other 
countries. It seems as if a large proportion of English architects 
were neither to be attracted, cajoled nor driven into association with 
one another —as if the busy man were too busy, the idle man too 
indifferent, the clever man too clever to become brotherly members 
of a profession which almost more than any other demands unity 
mutuality of interests, and friendly intercommunication. Probably a 
genuine mass meeting or two of English architects from every part 
of the country would help to dissipate some of this present disunion 
and disloyalty one to another. There would doubtless still be some 
who would hold aloof in the small-minded dignity of conscious superi 
ority, or the selfish reticence of achieved desire. These can well be 
spared. The thing is to secure for the great majority those very real 
advantages which a true association of interests, hopes, and desires 
should bring with it. Could not this much to be desired consumma- 
tion be sooner achieved by a more general and more frequent inter- 
course of English architects with one another than is to be accom 
plished at a triennial convention, or the ordinary business meetings 
of our various associations ?” 
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184 & 186 Clark St., Chicago. 


BUILDERS HARDWARE 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


SOLE CHICAGO AGENTS FOR 
Geer’s Spring Hinge, 
Norton Door Check and Spring, 
Dudley Shutter -Worker, 
AND SEVERAL OTHER SPECIALTIES. 
Large Stock. Low Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 
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ART METAL WORK, 


FOR HOUSE DECORATIONS, 


From Our Own or Architects’ 
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The YALE & TOWNE MANUFACTURING CO. 
STAMFORD, CONN. 


NEW YORK. BOSTON. PHILADELPHIA. CHICAGO. 
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